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upon such themes as " Suitors," " Ceremonies and
Respects/' " Followers and Friends," " Expense,"
and " Negociating." " Some books," he wrote,
" are to be tasted, others to be swallowed, and some
few to be chewed and digested "; there can be no
doubt to which category his own belongs. And,
as one chews, one learns much, not only of the
methods of politic behaviour, but of the nature of
the author, and of that curious quality of mingled
boldness and circumspection that was native to his
mind, " Mean men must adhere," he says, in his
essay on " Faction," " but great men that have
strength in themselves were better to maintain them-
selves indifferent and neutral; yet," he adds, " even
in beginners to adhere so moderately, as he be
a man of the one faction, which is passablest with
the other, commonly giveth best way." The book
was dedicated to " Mr. Anthony Bacon, his dear
brother "; but what did Anthony, with his instinct
for uncompromising devotion, think of such an
apophthegm ?

Whatever Anthony might think, Francis could
not help it; in the last resort he must be swayed
not by his brother but by his perception of the facts.
It was clear that one of those periodical crises, which
seemed to punctuate the relations of the Queen and
the Earl with ever-increasing violence, was rapidly
approaching. It became known that a naval attack
upon Spain had actually been decided upon; but
who was to command it? Early in February, Essex